
CURRICULUM AND COMMUNICATIONS COMMITTEE 

MEETING MINUTES 

DECEMBER 6, 2018 

CALL TO ORDER 

The meeting began at 4:30 p.m. 

 
ATTENDANCE 

Present: Ben Kirby, Lisa Kudwa, Margaret Fallow, Eric Kennedy, Mary Smothers, Monica Zuzow,                                 
Terry McCreight, Karen Fisher, Lisa Welch, Sarah Jones, Ray Metcalf, Dawn Martin,                                            
Kelley Engblom 

 
Absent:   Kathleen Harmon, Katherine Barnes 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

There were none. 

NEW BUSINESS 

 World Language Survey Course for 7th Grade 

Mrs. Kudwa presented the information for a new course at the middle schools offered to                              

7th graders.  It would be a 12 week course introducing four languages:  German, Chinese, 

Spanish and Japanese. PE and Health in 7th grade would also become 12 week courses so the 

trimester rotation would include World Language Survey, PE, and Health. The World Language 

Survey course would let students explore the four languages through art, music, food and 

culture.  The students will be given a survey at the end of the course to see what would be their 

preference for World Language courses offered.  Data from that survey will be used in the future 

to make adjustments, if needed, to course offerings.  The goal is for students to get exposure to 

different languages before making a commitment to a particular language.  The course was also 

developed in hopes to increase the interest in the World Language courses offered by SLCS.  We 

currently offer four languages, which is more than most districts, and is a point of pride for our 

community.  

OLD BUSINESS 

 High School English offerings and graduation requirements 

Mrs. Kudwa discussed that she had spoken to ELA instructors that were in the district during the 

time that Speech was offered as a stand-alone course/elective.  They shared that at the time 

that East was being opened, there would not have been enough interest for a section of Speech 

at each high school and that the updated ELA standards made a standalone Speech course 

unable to count as fulfilling the 4.0 credits required by the State for graduation.  



 

Current teachers explained that each of the ELA classes have a speech component within the 

course.  That speech may be a 3-5 minute presentation or even a group performance, but may 

not take the form of a traditional speech. This matches the expectations set forth in the 

standards.  Some committee members mentioned that speech is embedded through other 

courses as well, such as Social Studies and Science. 

 

Mrs. Kudwa researched all the districts in the county, plus Northville and Brighton, and noted 

that only 2 out of 29 districts required a Speech class to graduate. Those districts that do require 

a Speech class, require more than the 4.0 English credits required by Michigan.  She also 

investigated Michigan colleges/universities for Speech class requirements.  It appeared that 24 

of 30 colleges/universities did not require Speech as a graduation requirement.  The most 

common requirement was a Communications course that addressed speaking, listening, reading 

and writing and this aligned with our current ELA expectations for high school courses.   

 

Mrs. Fallow appreciated the work that went into the research.  There is now a better 

understanding as to why South Lyon does not require Speech as a graduation requirement. 

 

OTHER  

 No other business. 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

 

 There were none. 

 

FUTURE MEETING DATES 

 

 January 10 

 February 7  

 March 14 

 April 11 

 April 25  

 May 9 

 

Meeting adjourned at 4:54 p.m. 

 


